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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
First Presbyterian Church 

Milton, Florida 
March 1, 2017 

 
**Prelude 
 
“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”                                         Choir 
 
*Call to Worship 
 
     Leader:   God with whom we walk this Lenten path, 
     People:   Bless us this day as we begin our journey to the                      
                    cross. 
     Leader:   Come to this place and remember your covenant                      
                    with us. 
     People:   Remember the promise you made with us long                      
                    ago; 
     Leader:   That you will remain with us despite our dust.      
     People:   Shower your Spirit upon us for we need direction as  
                    we travel with Christ on this difficult road. 
 
*Hymn #467                 “How Great Thou Art”  
 
*Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession                                                      Psalm 51:1-4 
     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
Against you, you alone have I sinned, and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence ad blameless 
when you pass judgement. 
 
*Hymn #370                       “Just as I Am” 
 
The Imposition of Ashes 
 
 
 

For Silent meditation: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
     From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, 

we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation 
to us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
     Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Prayer 
     God, we are marked with ashes, the symbol of repentant 
hearts and contrite spirits.  We want to be transformed, to be 
made new, to learn the freedom of serving you. 
     Let us heed your call, and walk with Christ into the wilderness.  
In this Lenten season, help us to see more than denial and 
sacrifice, and more than sin and death.  Grant us instead, the 
vision to see transformation and the wisdom to embrace the new 
life in Christ that lies ahead. 
     Let us seek to be changed, let us seek to be so transfigured 
by your power and glory that we desire above all else to be worthy 
citizens of your new world of peace and justice.  Amen. 
 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Each of us has a stone, and each of us has a special prayer in our 
hearts.  Take a moment to hold the stone in your hands and 
silently pray your prayer.  When you are ready, and as you 
leave the sanctuary, please place your prayer stone on the 
table at the front of the sanctuary at the base of the cross. 

 
 
* Please stand if able.        
** Please silence all electronic devices.      


