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By Chuck Lawless 

I encourage you—even if you struggle 
with prayer—to keep reading this 

blogpost. I want to help you pray for 

your church during the next ten days. 

Think for a minute about praying peo-

ple in the Bible. Abraham prayed for a 

city (Gen. 18:20-33). Moses prayed for 

God’s people (Exod. 32:11-13). Joshua 

prayed for guidance (Josh. 7:1-26). 

Hannah prayed for a child (1 Sam. 1:1-

20). Solomon prayed for wisdom (1 

Kgs. 3:1-15). The prophets of God 

prayed, too (e.g., 1 Kgs. 18:36-39; Jer. 

20:7-18). 

The early church prayed fervently 

(Acts 1:14, 3:1, 4:31, 6:4, 10:9, 12:5, 

13:3, 14:23, 16:25, 20:36, 28:8). The 

apostle Paul prayed for believers (e.g., 

Rom. 1:8, 1 Cor. 1:4). Jesus, of course, 

modeled a life of prayer (e.g., Matt. 

26:36-46; Mark 1:35; Luke 4:42; John 

17). 

The point is basic: prayer matters, and 

God’s people must be a praying peo-

ple. 

Too often, though, we don’t pray until 

we have to – that is, until we face a 

situation we can’t handle on our own. 

We come by this pattern honestly, as 

we have been taught to be “fixers.” 

Though unstated, our practical prayer 

philosophy is obvious: try hard, give it 

our best, and turn to God as a last 

resort rather than a first and only 

hope. 

Simply stated, we evangelicals are of-

ten more “fixers” than pray-ers. And 

why not? We have it all—education, 

buildings, leaders, dollars, members, 

structures, programs, literature, ex-

perience, youth, training … except 

the obvious power of God on our 

work. 

Where do we start, then, in correct-

ing our prayer patterns? Too often, 

our strategy is to move from “prayer 

struggler” to “prayer warrior” quickly. 

We decide to get up every morning 

an hour earlier, use that hour for 

prayer, and then start the day. That’s 

a great plan as long as it lasts, but sel-

dom does it last long. By the end of 

week one, discouragement has set in 

because we’ve failed . . . again. 

Rather than take this approach, I en-

courage you to start simply and stra-

tegically. Find time each of the next 

ten days to pray these ways for your 
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O U R  M A N Y  

B L E S S I N G S  

 The opportunity 

to read and learn 

from God’s word 

each and every 

day. 

 The opportunity 

to talk with God as 

often as we like! 

 The opportunity 

to share God’s 

love with others. 

 The opportunity 

to share our abun-

dance with those 

in need. 
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Pastor’s Pen 
Nancy was a single mother with young children. Her ex-husband sent her 

only a small amount of grocery money every week--so small it couldn’t 

even feed 1 person, much less her family of 4. But Nancy decided to begin 

giving to God from her little bit of grocery money and trust Him to provide. 

Shortly after, she got a job with a cookbook company. The company paid 

Nancy to go grocery shopping and prepare meals so they could take photo-

graphs for their cookbooks. When they were done taking pictures, Nancy 

could keep the food she had purchased and prepared. Isn’t that an amazing 

story of God’s goodness? Nancy learned that even if you’re poor, you still 

need to learn to give from whatever you have. 

 

Trusting God is the first step in tithing.  Many people look at what they 

need and then decide how much to tithe instead of asking how much God 

expects them to give and then give accordingly.  When we give from the 

heart and not worry about tomorrow, we will be blessed by God.  Are you 

ready to trust God?  Scripture says we must to prosper both personally and 

as a church.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:7  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Luke 6:38  Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the meas-

ure you use it will be measured back to you.”  

 

Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits 

of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats 

will be bursting with wine.  

 

Blessings, Jo 

“ And my God will 

meet all your 

needs according to 

the riches of his 

glory in Christ 

Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:19 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A9-10&version=ESV
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church. In fact, read this blogpost, and then send 

it to five of your church members to join you in 

this simple strategy: 

Day 1 – Pray for your church staff and lead-

ers. If you are the only staff member, pray for 

yourself and the other spiritual leaders (e.g., dea-

cons, elders). Pray that all will be holy, passionate, 

and evangelistic. 

Day 2 – Pray for your church’s small group 

leaders. Ask God to give them a caring heart, a 

teaching ability, and a prayerful spirit. Pray they 

will willingly reproduce themselves and multiply 

their groups. 

Day 3 – Pray for the children in your 

church. Pray your church will give them such 

grounding in the gospel they will always think 

about Christian faithfulness when confronted with 

the world’s options. Ask God to raise up a next 

generation of missionaries from your children. 

Day 4 – Pray for the students in your 

church. In particular, pray for those whose par-

ents do not attend. Then, pray the students will 

be vibrant witnesses in their schools. Ask the 

Lord to give them strength in temptation. 

Day 5 – Pray for the couples in your church. 

Lift them up by name, and pray for their mar-

riages. Pray that each husband will love his wife as 

Christ loves the church (Eph. 5:25). Intercede es-

pecially for those couples you know are struggling. 

Day 6 – Pray Ephesians 6:18-20 and Colos-

sians 4:2-4 for ten leaders in your church. 

Ask God to give them boldness in sharing, clarity 

in message, and others ready to hear. A few mem-

bers with a thirst for evangelism can spark an 

awakening. 

Day 7 – Pray for new believers in your 

church. Ask the Lord to raise up disciplers for 

them. If your church does not have any new 

members, ask God to give your congregation a 

renewed heart for evangelism. 

Day 8 – Pray for your church to be a Great 
Commission-minded church. Prayerfully con-

sider committing to pray for an unreached people 

group around the world. If your congregation is 

already going to the nations, pray for more mem-

bers to go. 

Day 9 – Pray for more laborers in your 

church (Matt. 9:35-38). Jesus told us to pray that 

way, so be obedient to His command. You may 

find you seldom struggle in finding workers when 

you pray this way. 

Day 10 – Pray for your church’s next Sun-

day service. Ask God to make Himself known in 

such a powerful way in response to your prayers 

that your members recognize a difference. 

Let us know if you’re committing to pray 

this way. We’ll join you in praying. 

Chuck Lawless currently serves as Professor of Evan-

gelism and Missions and Dean of Graduate Studies at 

Southeastern Seminary.  This article was originally 

published on November 19, 2013 as a blogpost on 

www.thomrainer.com. 
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October 8, 2015 

Your session held a regularly scheduled meeting in 

September.  Some of the items discussed were: 

Treasurer’s Report—The Treasurer’s report was 

reviewed. 

Clerk’s Report—Jean reported that the Milton 

Historic Society invited our church to participate 
in a Halloween activity on October 30.  By unani-

mous vote, this invitation was declined.  Jean re-

ported she and Betsy will meet with Vernon 

Compton on October 11 to discuss wording for 

historical marker. 

Property —Betsy reported that arrangements are 

being made to install a window A/C unit in the 

Open Hearts room.  She is working with Ross 

Pestorius to obtain grant money for the work that 
needs tbe done to the exterior of the church. 

Christian Education—Tammy presented options 

for small group study during advent, and a deci-

sion was made.  Tammy will order the materials. 

Stewardship/Worship—Margaret is preparing a 

letter to go out to the congregation regarding es-

timated giving for 2016.  The new form was pre-

sented and unanimously approved. 

Outreach—Tammy reported plans for the Holi-

day Faire are moving forward.  Linda reported 

that the group that has volunteered to sing on the 

steps of the sanctuary curing the Holiday Faire has 

been scheduled.  Tammy requested that the post-

age for the Operation Christmas Child boxes be 

covered by the money in our missions fund.  

Tammy also requested that postage for Little 

Dresses for Africa be covered by this fund.  Both 

motions were approved. 

The next scheduled session meeting will be No-
vember 12 at 5:00 p.m. 

  

If you would like to see a full copy of the session min-

utes from these two meetings, please contact our 

Clerk of Session, Jean Mourey. 

FPC Milton Monthly Report 

October 2015 

 

Average Sunday School Attendance …….…..10 

Average Worship Attendance ……….…….. 20 

 

      Weekly      Monthly 

Budget Requirement … $851.25      $3,688.77 

 

General Offering: 

     October 2015……………...……$2,736.00 

 

Ahead/Deficit (+/-) ………………... - $952.77 

 

YTD Ahead/Deficit (+/-)      - $7,680.58 
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Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals 
Nov 1 

Ruth 1:1-18 

Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 12:28-34 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Psalm 119:1-8 

 

Nov 8 

Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 

Psalm 127 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 

1 Kings 17:8-16 

Psalm 146 

Nov 15 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Hebrews 10:11-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 16 

 

Nov 22 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-37 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

Psalm 93 

Nov 29 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

We are currently accepting dona-

tions of new and gently used coats 

to provide warmth for children in 

Santa Rosa County this winter.  

Coats may be  placed in the      

donation box on the porch of the 

sanctuary building.   For more   

information, please contact Betsy 

Dodson at  686-7012. 

 

 

“And do not forget 

to do good and to 

share with others, 

for with such 

sacrifices God is 

pleased.” 

Hebrews 13:16 



Schedule of Events 
 Nov 1—Communion & Fellowship  

Luncheon 

 Nov 3—10:00 am—Women’s Bible Study 

 Nov 4, 11, & 18—6:30 pm—Open Hearts 

 Nov 11—Veterans Day 

 Nov 12—5:00 pm—Session Meeting 

 Nov 14—9:00 am—Elder Training 

 Nov 15—OCC Shoebox Blessings  

 Nov 22—Pizza Party & Hanging of the Greens 

 Nov 26—Thanksgiving 

 Nov 29—First Sunday of Advent 

NOVEMBER 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
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November Birthdays 

 Nov 3—Suzie Saba 

 Nov 4—Ron Stebbins 

 Nov 6—Betty Gentry 

 Nov 11—Tammy Mendiola 

 Nov 12—Jared Moore 

 Nov 19—Daniel Finlay 

 Nov 21—Fleming Belote 

 Nov 23—Michael Mendiola 

 Nov 27—Ann Smith 

“Be wise in the way 

you act toward 

outsiders; make the 

most of every 

opportunity.” 

Colossians 4:5 


