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Giving With a Grateful Heart!
Dear Friends – First, Remy and I want to thank you for being the kind of loving people that you all are. You have been so generous to us with gifts and celebrations, and we are truly awed each day that God has given us this glorious ministry. 
It is Advent. It may not seem so long ago, just one short year, that we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Many things have happened that we are thankful for. We’ve had new people join our church and we celebrated Tammy’s baptism. We’ve become far more visible in our community; opening our doors when asked to. We celebrated Lenten suppers together and we learned what it is to be Presbyterian. We are growing and we are blessed.

You may not realize it, but if you are absent, I miss you. Each Sunday I get the honor of looking into your faces. I see hope and love; faith growing by leaps and bounds. I hear stories of how our ministry has helped during difficult times and I know that God is working miracles within each of us. And, yes, I do know when you are not sitting in your pew!     (continued page 2)                                                                           
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Lectionary for Sundays and

Festivals Scripture Reference

December 2

1st Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14–16; Psalm 25:1–10

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13;

Luke 21:25–36

December 9

2nd Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1–4; Luke 1:68–79

Philippians1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6
December 16
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14–20; Isaiah 12:2–6

Philippians 4:4–7; Luke 3:7–18
December 23
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2–5a; Luke 1:46–55 or
Psalms 60:1-7; Hebrews 10:5–10;

Luke 1:39–45 (46–55)
December 24
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalms 96:1-13

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

December 25

Nativity of the Lord/Christmas

Christmas Dawn
Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalms 97:1-12

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalms 98:1-9

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14
December 30
1st Sunday after Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26; Psalms 148

Colossians 3:12–17; Luke 2:41–52
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Must Do List
 REPAIR  the front column
 (All donations gratefully received.)
Fellowship is a strong gift. Worshiping together not only brings us closer together, but also strengthens us individually and this ministry. Remember that each Sunday morning!
We are beginning a series for Advent called Anticipate. I hope each of you has taken a book for your family and will share the beautiful scripture and stories. This, too, will help you grow in your faith and bring you closer to God. And that’s what it’s all about.
God is GREAT all the time. His work for us is just beginning and we are prepared. With faith, hope, love and through prayer we will become the disciples God has called us to be. I believe it and so will you! 
As December begins, take a moment and think on your blessings. Think of how your ministry has grown, and, if you are new to this, think on what you can do to be a blessing to God. If you are not sure, pray and pray harder. And I am always here to help. 
Again, many, many thanks for the blessings you are and the blessings you will continue to be to both Remy and me. We love each and every one of you. We pray for you daily. And we wish many Christmas blessings to all of you. May God continue to bless our ministry here at 1st Milton! 
Short News Items
If you would like to schedule an appointment with Pastor Jo, please call 850-902-1653 to schedule a time and location to meet with her.

Do you need a ride to church or to a special event? If so, call Linda Lade at 623-0017 and she will either drive you or get someone else who can.

Our Church’s
  Blessings

   Church Decorations
   Advent Season

    Christmas Cantata
Session Highlights
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MILTON, FLORIDA

November 11, 2012
The stated meeting of the First Presbyterian Church session was called to order with prayer by Jo Kublik, on November 11, 2012, at 12:04P.M. Present were: Tula Anthony, Nicole Frenk, Bill Kerrell, Linda Lade, Dawn Merritt, Brad Schild, Gerry Yandle. A quorum was present. 

Minutes – Approved as written
Treasurer – Tula reports that finances are fine at this point. Brad made a motion to accept the report and it was seconded. 

Clerk – It was discussed that our church is not in a position or prepared to support the Committee on Theological Education. 

Committee Reports: 

Property – Brad discussed the possibilities of purchasing a microphone system for the choir. Gerry suggested funds be approved so that if/when a system was accepted, it could be purchased. Discussion has been tabled until further information is available.
Information continues to be gathered regarding repair of the columns of the sanctuary. Bill Kerrell will inquire further with a local attorney who handles grant writings in hopes our church will receive financial assistance. 

Christian Education – no report 

Stewardship – Linda discussed pledges and that

not all members have made a pledge yet.  

Worship – It was reported that Margaret, who

spearheads decorating for the Christmas

season, will not be able to handle it this

year. It
was suggested that we ask the
congregation to help decorate the sanc-

tuary following a Sunday service. Brad 
will e-mail various people to help to see

which Sunday would work best. 

Membership/mission – Nicole reports that she

will send some invitations to Main Street
Milton to attend Business after Hours.

She will also send notifications to the

congregation and our visitors about the

Christmas cantata. 

Personnel – No report 

Old Business 

Brad purchased replacement tables for our fellowship hall. 

New Business
Brad requested to be the person of contact for information pertaining to events being held at the sanctuary/fellowship hall. 

Our church currently has the old as well as the new website up. It was discussed that the old website needs to be taken down immediately. 

The Holmes wedding scheduled for December 22, 2012, was discussed including additional rental fees. It was requested by the wedding party to rent the hall for 12 hours, thus costing additional fees. It was agreed that an additional $200 be charged, in conjunction to limiting their rental time to 10 A.M. to 8 P.M. 

Tula informed us that the phones are not currently working. 

Gerry requested that we pledge to the Presbytery. It was agreed that we would contribute $250. 

With no other business before the session, Linda moved to close the meeting at 1:21 P.M. and it was closed with prayer.

  Events to Remember
2012 Upcoming Events 

Advent – December 2, 9, 16, 23 

December 2 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

December 6 – Business after Hours event
December 16 – Cantata 

December 24 – Communion service
December 30 – 5th Sunday Praise service
 

Tentative Schedule for 2013 
January 6 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

January 13 – Communion service and


        Session meeting 

January 20 – Congregational meeting – 


        Installation/Ordination of Session 

January 26 – Presbytery meeting in Tallahassee 

February 2 –  Saturday Congregational Workshop
         to discuss 2013 events; establish

         committees for each event; i.e., Pet

         Blessing, Holiday Fair, Milton

         Ghost Walk, etc. 

February 3 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

February 10 – Communion service and


          Session meeting 

February 12 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

  

(Tentative dates for Lenten suppers)  

February 19, 26 and March 5, 12, 19 

  

March 3 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

March 10 – Communion service and


      Session meeting 

March 24 – Palm Sunday 

March 28 – Maundy Thursday 

March 31 – Easter Sunday and 5th Sunday 
April 7 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

April 14 – Communion service and


    Session meeting 

  

May 5 – 1st Sunday Fellowship Dinner 

May 12 – Communion service and Session

   meeting (discuss Session’s summer

   meeting schedule) 
Great Advice
This is the most beautiful advice I have ever received in an e-mail. Tula sent it to me so some of you may have read it also. But even so, it is worth reading again, especially since we are beginning Advent. 

1.  Pray. 

2.  Go to bed on time. 

3. Get up on time so you can start the day                                       unrushed.  

 4.  Say “No” to projects that won't fit into your   time schedule, or that will compromise your mental health. 

5.  Delegate tasks to capable others. 

6.  Simplify and unclutter your life. 

7. Less is more. (Although one is often not enough, two are often too many.) 

8. Allow extra time to do things and to get to places. 

9. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes and difficult projects over time; don't lump the hard things all together.
10. Take one day at a time.

11.  Separate worries from concerns. If a situation
is a concern, find out what God would have   you do and let go of the anxiety.  If you can’t do anything about a situation, forget it.                                           
12. Live within your budget; don't use credit cards for ordinary purchases. 

13. Have backups; an extra car key in your wallet, an extra house key buried in the garden, extra stamps, etc. 

14. K.M.S. (Keep Mouth Shut). This single piece of advice can prevent an enormous amount of trouble. 

15.  Do something for the “kid” in you every day. 

16. Carry a spiritually enlightening book with you to read while waiting in line. 

17. Get enough rest. 

18. Eat right. 

19. Get organized so everything has its place. 

20. Listen to a tape while driving that can help improve your quality of life. 

21. Write down thoughts and inspirations. 

22. Every day, find time to be alone. 

23. Having problems? Talk to God on the spot. Try to nip small problems in the bud. Don't wait until it's time to go to bed to pray. 

25. Keep a folder of favorite scriptures on hand. 

26. Remember that the shortest bridge between despair and hope is often a good “Thank you, GOD.” 

27. Laugh. 

28. Laugh some more! 

29. Take your work seriously, but not yourself. 

30. Develop a forgiving attitude (most people are doing the best they can). 

31. Be kind to unkind people (they probably need it the most). 

32. Sit on your ego. 

33. Talk less; listen more. 

34. Slow down. 

35. Remind yourself that you are not the general manager of the universe. 

36. Every night before bed, think of one thing you're grateful for that you've never been grateful for before. GOD HAS A WAY OF  TURNING THINGS AROUND FOR YOU.
“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31)
Who Would You Call?
Last Sunday when Cheryl came out of church she found a flat tire. Thankfully Rudy, Ron and Remy were there to change the tire for her. Thanks, guys!!
It made me wonder who I would call if I needed help. For that flat tire, it would be simple, I have road service. But who would I call if it wasn’t a car repair. I’m the only driver in my family. Let’s face it, I couldn’t call my brother or nephews who all live in Michigan. I don’t think I’d be willing to wait two days for help to arrive.
But what if it was the middle of the night and you were in trouble with the law? Who would you call if your family couldn’t come for you? The obvious answer is our ‘church’ family.
Come to think of it, I have already had that problem. A couple of years ago I was in the hospital with no way to get home until evening. Maria came to my rescue by picking me up and taking me home. Thanks for a great church family.
The Twelve Days of Christmas:
Catechism Song
The song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is an English Christmas carol. From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of the Church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember. To fit the number scheme, when you reach number 9, representing the Fruits of the Holy Ghost, the originator combined 6 to make 3, taking the 6 fruits that were similar: the fruit in each parenthesis is the one that was not named separately. There are actually Twelve Fruits of the Holy Ghost.
On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me--a partridge in a pear tree. The "true love" one hears in the song is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but Jesus Christ, because truly Love was born on Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree also represents Him because that bird is willing to sacrifice its life if necessary to protect its young by feigning injury to draw away
predators.  So, the partridge is Christ and the pear tree is the Cross. 
On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me--two turtle doves. They are the Old and the New Testaments.

On the third day of Christmas my true love gave to me--three French hens. They are the three magi bringing gifts. Some think the three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love instead.
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--four calling birds. The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--five golden rings. The five rings were the Torah or Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old Testament, which describe man's fall.
On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--six geese a-laying. The six days of Creation.
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me--seven swans a-swimming. Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-----Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.

On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--eight maids a-milking. These are the eight Beatitudes.
On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--nine ladies dancing. Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience [Forbearance], Goodness [Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Continency [Chastity].

On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--ten lords a-leaping. The ten lords are the Ten Commandments.
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me--eleven pipers piping. The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful Apostles.
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me--twelve drummers drumming. They symbolized the twelve points of belief in The Apostles' Creed.
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	1   Decorate church,  9:00 a.m. 

	2 Choir Practice, 8:45
Sunday School, 9:30

Worship, 10:30
Fellowship dinner, 11:30

1st Sunday of Advent 
	3 
	4

	5 
	6 
Business After Hours,
5:00 p.m.
	7

	8 



	9 Choir Practice,  8:45
Sunday School,  9:30

Communion service, 10:30
2nd Sunday of Advent
	10 

	11

	12

	13

	14

	15
Jimmy Stewart


	16 Choir Practice, 8:45

Sunday School , 9:30

Worship & Cantata, 10:30
3rd Sunday of Advent
	17

	18 

	19

	20
	21

	22
Holmes’  wedding

	23 Choir Practice  8:45

Sunday School  9:30

Worship, 10:30
4th Sunday of Advent


	24
Christmas Eve
Communion

6:00 p.m.
	25
Merry Christmas
	6

	27
	28
Wilburn  Christian
	29

	30  Choir Practice  8:45

Sunday School  9:30

Praise service, 10:30
	31
	
	
	
	
	



                                                    Christmas
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                   Santa Claus

O T K K R I S K R I N G L E E P   Bells
North Pole
A F C V L N A U G H T Y D Q N B   Beard
Prancer
R G H Y L R P B T X L V I P T W   Blitzen
Presents
E N I D S B E E Z E Q F P S O O   Chimney
Red Suit
C O M Z T L M D L H G S U O Y R   Christmas Eve
N R N B L O N F S N O A C Q S K   Comet
Reindeer
A T E S C Z X E I U L H R Y D S   Cupid
Rudolf
R H Y F R I N K Z C I E O K F H   Dancer  Santa Claus
P P J X Z E C L A T H T Y H L O   Dasher
Sleigh
V O W I A O C T I S I H V B O P   Donder
Stocking
K L Z E T N N N A S V L B O D O   Elf
Toys
K E C S F A M D A N T C B X U O   HoHoHo  Workshop
X I Y L S T O R I D R A E B R N   Jolly

N E L C H R I S T M A S E V E D   Kris Kringle
X D L F L R Z S T N E S E R P E   List
Q P O Q E R E I N D E E R Q S R   Naughty
P F J N C R G Q S L E I G H N M   Nice
Angel

Shepherds
Bells

Skates
Bethlehem
Sleigh
Candles 
Snowflakes
Candy Cane
Snowman
Carols

Stable
Decorations
Star
Eggnog 
Stockings
Family

Three Wisemen
Friends 
Toboggan
Fruitcake 
Toys
Gabriel 

Frankincense
Gifts 

Tree
Gold

Wreath
Greeting cards
Holly 
Icicles
Jesus
Joseph
Lights
Manger
Mary
Mistletoe
Myrrh
Ornaments
Poinsettia 
Santa
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year[image: image7.jpg]
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12 Days Of Christmas…	4-5    2nd Sunday of Advent communion, 10:30


Calendar			5	        Session Meeting, 11:30                 
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					 December 16


			              3rd Sunday of Advent Cantata, 10:30			 


December Birthdays			 December 23


Jimmy Stewart	      15	              4th Sunday of Advent worship, 10:30


Wilburn Christian         28						     				 December 24


                                                           Christmas Eve communion service, 6:00





					 December 30


			                5th Sunday Praise service, 10:30	


	








		











4th Sunday after Pentecost—November 11 


32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17 


Ps. 127 


Heb. 9:24–28 


Mark 12:38–44 


25th Sunday after Pentecost—November 18 


33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 


1 Sam 1:4–20 


1 Sam. 2:1–10 


Heb. 10:11–14 (15–18) 19–25 


Mark 13:1–8 


Christ the King (or Reign of Christ)—November 25 


2 Sam. 23:1–7 


Ps. 132:1–12 (13–18) 


Rev. 1:4b–8 


John 18:33–37 











Tammy       	16		       


Anne Swafford		16	       
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